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Applications
Outpace Funds!

Many of you have asked how
we get our applicants and how
many applicants we get.
Clearly, word has spread
throughout Kenya, and stu-
dents get in touch with us by
whatever means they have
available. Each and every in-
quiry by a qualified student
gets a response.

On average, NKCEF receives
30-40 new complete applica-
tions per month. Recently, we
formed an applicant review
committee to help with the
increased applicant pool. Our
criteria have gotten more strin-
gent, so some nomadic chil-
dren that we would have ac-
cepted 6 to 12 months ago now
must be rejected. When we
accept a child we agree to fund
their entire high school educa-
tion and earmark the funds to
do that.

The bottom line is our money
has gotten tighter and tighter!
We are now down to being
able to accept a small percent-
age of applicants, unless more
funds (or pledges for future
funds) begin to come in. Please
consider another gift or an
extension of your pledge so
that we may continue to help
nomadic children receive an
education!
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Jacquemin Family Foundation Makes Donation to
Support 20 NKCEF Scholars

After making a donation to support twenty
children through four years of secondary
school, John and Tracie Jacquemin spoke with
NKCEF President, Becky Hudecek, about their
decision to contribute to NKCEF.

Q: We understand your main interest is in sup-
porting education. Why did you decide to fo-
cus on this area?

“Education makes the biggest difference in the
lives of children. While one doesn’t have to be
educated to be successful, most successful peo-
ple have had an education. We focus much of
our giving on educational and artistic opportu-
nities for underprivileged children. We have
been supporting education for a long time now
and in many different ways, including the Big
Brother/Sister and Mentor programs in DC. “

(JOHN) “The essence of it is that I feel very
grateful for the successes that I've had, and I
feel an obligation to try to share that with kids
to open their eyes to the opportunities they
might have if they study and work hard.”

Q: What led you to support education for no-
madic Kenyan children?

“Our decision to support education of no-
madic Kenyan children was the direct result of
our trip to Kenya with Joseph Lekuton. We
saw for the first time the very different life that
the nomadic villagers live. Meeting children
and teachers and talking with villagers who
had wanted to attend secondary school but
couldn’t—all that had a big impact on us.
Many of the children and adults we met
wanted to continue their education and had
the intellectual ability to, but were financially
unable to continue.”

Another factor for us was the high school visit
(in Kabarak) where The Langley School 7t and
8th graders spent the night. Students there were
studying hard and late into the night and were
very appreciative for the opportunity to con-
tinue their studies. While on the trip, we also
were impressed with the NKCEF board mem-
bers’ dedication and follow-through. We ap-
preciate that NKCEF has an all-volunteer
board and 90+% of donated funds go into
scholarships.”

Q: How do you think or hope individual chil-
dren will benefit from NKCEF scholarships?
“We want to give them the potential to recog-
nize their ambitions and see beyond the rela-
tively small world in which they live. These
kids will not forget where they’ve come from
and their lives will benefit from a broader per-
spective. Whether they come back to the vil-
lage or they adopt a life in the broader context
of Kenyan society, these children will be better
off for having an education, as will their fami-
lies and their villages.” (continued on pg. 4)

was inspired to donate to NKCEF after
visiting Kenya with Jospeh Lekuton and
The Langley School.

Juliana Jacquemin visits with a Kenyan girl,
also named Juliana, at the Lorubae School.
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NKCEF Board Members Visit Kenya and Find NKCEF’'s

Students Thriving

This past summer, two NKCEF board
members, Becky Hudecek and Marilyn
Shaw, traveled to Kenya to evaluate our
program. For both Becky and Marilyn, this
trip was the second visit to Kenya and pro-
vided fresh evidence of the tremendous
impact NKCEF is having on the lives of its
scholarship students. Although traveling
with Joseph Lekuton’s Langley School
group, each Board member financed her
own trip, and they were doing NKCEF on-
site work most of the time. They were able
to visit with scholarship recipients, head-
masters and teachers at each of three differ-
ent kinds of Kenyan schools: District, Pro-
vincial and National.

Summary of Trip
by Becky Hudecek (Photos by Paul Hudecek)

1. Kimana Secondary School (District
School)
Kimana Secondary School is in the small,
dusty, one-road town of Loitokitok near
the Amboseli game park in southeastern
Kenya. Last year NKCEF board members,
Anne Evans and Cathy Gorrell, also visited
this school and met with the principal, Joel
Leshao. As our visit was unannounced, the
principal was away, but Marilyn and I met
with his deputy principal, Robert Kiunga.
It was surprising that such a small school
should have such depth in leadership.

Having learned during last year’s visit of
the pressing need for books, NKCEF, with
the help of Gordana Earp, acquired books
from the World Bank, which screens books
for age and cultural appropriateness. Each

of the travelers on the trip carried some of
the books so that we could give them to
Kimana Secondary School to expand their
school library. They were thrilled to have
this addition to their library!

NKCEF has three Form IV (12th grade)
scholarship students at Kimana. One,
Mwato Sirinketo, is getting straight As in
the sciences. His goal is to earn a PhD in
chemistry, but he must first achieve a B+
average on the Kenyan Certificate of Secon-
dary School Exam (KCSE) to qualify for a
scholarship to a Kenyan university, and
must score an A on the chemistry section to
be allowed to study chemistry. He is very
focused on preparing for this exam. Also,
NKCEF supports one Form IIl and three
Form II students at Kimana who are quite
promising. One student in Form II, Patrick
Some, scored a 400 out of 500 on his Ken-
yan Certificate of Primary School Exam
(KCPE), the highest score that we have
seen from any of our applicants thus far.

2. Bahati Girls Secondary School
(Provincial School)
Bahati is a well-to-do school in the Rift
Valley Province, in the Nakuru District. It
is a public school but is sponsored by the
Catholic Church. The facilities are mark-
edly better than we’ve seen anywhere else.
Marilyn and I arrived unannounced and
found the Headmistress away. The deputy
headmistress, Mrs. Christine Chumba,
spoke with us. She said that Daisy, our
NKCEF student, is doing very well and
illustrates an interesting phenomena that
we see with nomadic students. Often they

have lower KCPE test scores than other
students, because their primary schools
don’t have the facilities of the better
schools. But once they are in the better
schools, their grades go up at a more rapid
rate. Daisy has consistently raised her class
position with each term. We are expecting
her to be #1 in her class by graduation. We
learned that Bahati School is the #1 scoring
school in the province. Students here score
higher on their KCSE nationwide tests than
those at some of the national schools.

3. Ole Tipis Girls Secondary School
(Provincial School)
Ole Tipis Girls Secondary School also is
located in the Rift Valley Province, but it is
in the Narok District. It is noticeably less
well-funded than Bahati but has better fa-
cilities than Kimana. As a provincial
school, Ole Tipis must be able to accommo-
date enough students to take some from
each district in the province. There are a lot
of provincial schools in the Rift Valley
Province (possibly close to 100, per Ms.
Regina, Headmistress).

NKCEF supports two girls at Ole Tipis:
Jackline, a petite, soft-spoken girl, and Em-
maculate, a tall girl with a lovely smile.
Emmaculate is the student who was fea-
tured on the front of Newsletter #7
(“NKCEF Scholarship Enables Kenyan Girl
to Choose Education Over Early Mar-
riage.”) She was especially grateful and
happy to have the opportunity to be in
school. Jackline is doing well and Emmacu-
late is so new, she has not yet taken exams.
(Continued on page 3)

NKCEF President, Becky Hudecek, & NKCEF Board Mem-
ber, Marilyn Shaw, meet with NKCEF scholarship stu-
dents at Maasai Girls School in Narok, Kenya.

NKCEF Board Members and NKCEF advisor, Dominic
Dabalen Kurewa, meet Emmanuel Mirgichan, an NKCEF
scholar and top student at Lenana School, near Nairobi.




Girls at St. Mary’s Boarding Primary School in Narok, Kenya eagerly greet NKCEF “s Board Members, Becky Hudecek and
Marilyn Shaw. The board members met with the headmistress and the students at the school .

4. Maasai Girls Secondary School
(Provincial School)

Maasai Girls Secondary School is another
provincial school in the Narok District of
Kenya. As with many other schools,
Maasai Girls is feeling the pressures of un-
derstaffing and does not have enough gov-
ernment-provided teachers. NKCEF sup-
ports eight girls here.

We got acquainted with our students and
found that the group’s favorite subjects are
biology, math, chemistry and physics. We
presented each student with a packet of
pens, pencils and paper, but their eyes
really lit up when we gave them the solar
scientific calculators! They were stunned
into silence, then began talking all at once,
thanking us and all their benefactors!

5. St. Mary’s Boarding Primary School
(Catholic Boarding Primary)

Occasionally, NKCEF becomes aware of a
child who would benefit from a boarding
school environment while still in primary
school. If the child has the potential to do
well in that more focused academic envi-
ronment, we may grant him or her a schol-
arship. One such child, Winnie Sintoyia
Kuyo is at St. Mary’s. Because of her youth
it was especially important to check on
how she is doing. Also, she is one of our
most communicative students, and we
wanted to thank her for her letters.

Upon arriving at the school Marilyn and I
were swept into the office of Sr. Mary, the
Headmistress, one of the warmest, most

welcoming heads we encountered. Like
many other of NKCEF’s scholarship stu-
dents, Sintoyia had malaria this year. Nev-
ertheless, Sr. Mary told us that Sintoyia is
doing very well. Sintoyia is tall and very
gregarious. She was very excited that we
had come to meet her and brought her
gifts. She talked away happily until we had
to leave, when she burst into tears. After
much questioning she finally decided that
the tears were ones of joy, knowing that we
had come to visit her and that people far
away really cared about her.

NKCEF President, Becky Hudecek, and
Dominic Dabalen Kurewa meet with

scholarship student, Winnie Sintoyia
Kuyo, who is a 6th grader at 5t. Mary’s
Primary School.

6. Lenana School (National School)
Lenana School was founded in 1949, at

which time it was known as Duke of York
School, and is one of the oldest and best
schools in Kenya. As a national school it
draws students from around the country.
NKCEF’s scholarship student at Lenana,
Emmanuel Mirgichan, is a very bright
young man. In his first year, when he was
sponsored by others, his average was A-.
However, he lost his sponsor in his second
year and so was sent home during exam
week. He wasn’t able to take exams and so
his term reports showed poor grades. This
was true for his third year, also. When
Marilyn told him that we would be spon-
soring him for his fourth year and he no
longer needed to worry about paying his
fees, he almost cried.

Our visit also gave us an excellent opportu-
nity to touch base with existing contacts in
Kenya and to develop further contacts.
These people offer us valuable assistance in
checking on conditions, schools and stu-
dents in Kenya. We continue to expand our
on-the-ground network to better serve our
students and our donors with strict ac-
countability with respect to scholarship
funding. It also helps ensure that we will
receive applications from academically
talented and needy nomadic students.

What a fabulous experience the trip was!
Everywhere we went the educators, par-
ents and the students were excited to see us
and eager to thank us for giving the stu-
dents the opportunity to go to high school.
It was an honor to receive their heart-felt
gratitude on behalf of NKCEF donors.
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